Tech Rotarian Starts Late,

By Holly Rodriguez
Euter

ir life — he got marred late, staried
his career late, and even later than
that, gtarted his own business,

But when it comes o his business sy
and commitment to Rotary, Sundin is dght
om time = theugh he admits it i no easy
task 1o make it to an early moming break-
fagt rreeting onoe a week. He joined
Innshrook Rotary in April 2000, and con-
siders his fellow Rotarians his friends —
more 0 than any other group of people in
his life,

“The Fﬂ:p]r in Rotary are like the Armmy at
West Point,” the hushand and father of two
gays. “They are good peaple, hard-waorking
aned srmart.”

Sundin not only associates with people
who possess these qualities, he comes from
a farnily of similar stock, and duplicates
those qualities in his life as well.

An Army brat, Sundin grew up taveling
the ghobe with his family. He lived in 10
places by the time he graduated high school,
andd, dechded to contirmee the femdly tradition
when he enrolled at West Point in rg71.
After 11 years with the Army, he got a job in
Richirnond with Conlrel Data, a sofiware
comipany, 35 a sabes representative, selling
general application saffware.

I decided io do sales because [ was older,
had no master's degree, was not inbo man-
agement training and had no desire to
becomie a financial gung,” he says. “Sales
gave me the opportundry o bearm abowt dif-
ferent businesses.”

From Contred Data e moved on to Wang
Laboratories, and warked there for our and
a half years as a sales rep. As his time at
‘Wang came to an end, he dedded to take
the knowledge he'd gained from the indus.
try and pour it into his own operation. He
eold property he owried in Blawah Dsland in
South Caroling, and invested the money
it lds own company - Internal Computes
Services, “When we started, the idea was
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8 INNSBROOK TODAY. SEFTEMBER 2005,

Finishes at the Top

that we wanted 1o work with small business-
3 because the larger compandes almost
always have in-house tech gafl " he e,
These days, with Dell, Gateway, Hewlett
Packard and others selling computbers
directly to the customer, the focus of his
business has shifted from hardware 1o soft-
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Sundin handles sales and can set up com-
puiter systerns, bul e has network engg-
neers who handle advanced technology con-
cepts, madntenance and troubleshooting.
He carries his tech sy into his role with
Retary by hosting and maintaining the
Innshrock HBotary website,

*I'mi in the middle of the pack - there are
people who spend a tremendous amount of
timie out there, and [ take my hat off to
ther,” he says. “But the webate = how
miake my contribution.”

When Sundin attends the weekly Rotary
breakfast meeting, he says he really enjoys
himself once he's there, Each meeting has a
speaker, and he says the sudience learns far
mare than they can from reading about the
individual in the paper. And, there ks an
opportunity to rmeet with friends and draw
inspiration from them,

“The people in Rotary are multi-taskers,”
hie says, "Half of them are small business
owriers |and) raleing families, and they sl
make time to donate 1o the community,”

When Sundin k= not at 3 Rotary meeting
or managing his business, he spends time
with his family. He is currently planning a
trip for the foursome to Goppingen,
Bovaria, Genmany where he met his wife.,
“ky wife was workdng there for the [ULS,)
Department of Defense as an American
schoolteacher, and that's how we met - it
was the late 1o77a’s,” e says.

Winter weekends are spent at

Eric Sundin, owner of Intermal Compudter Services, has been an Innsbrook Rotarian for more

Wintergreen o skd, and in the summer, they than five years.
are off 1o Nags Head to relax in the sun. The
family also visits his mother's home on the A man who has achieved through hard *I'm not & rich guy or anything like that ...

beach at Martha's Vineyard, where Sundin
says he's seen celebrities such as Mike
Wallaee, Carly Simon and [scqueline
Eennedy Omiassis,

wark and perssverance, Sumdin (2 not one o just hoekg®
overly boast about his accomplishments, He
anly takes credit for some of his success -

the rest he credits to fGte,



